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I. Intro


~ Thesis Statement

 At a young age Joseph Heller had experienced a lot of difficult times in his life, his sense of humor and life experiences played an important role on his novels.  

 

II. Joseph Hellers childhood was unlike other children from his generation.
A. Joseph Heller war born in Brooklyn, New York as the son of poor Jewish parents. (source 2) 
B. The son of Isaac Donald Heller, who drove a delivery truck for a wholesale baker, and Lena Heller. 

C. It was Isaac Heller's 2nd marriage, Joseph had a half-brother, Lee, 14, and a half-sister Sylvia, 7 years older, from the first marriage. 

D. He lived there with his family (his mom and 2 siblings) throughout his childhood, in a Jewish working class neighborhood. While his family lived on little income earned by his mom as a seamstress during the years of the Great Depression. Heller got through childhood without ever feeling the effects of extreme poverty. (source 5)

E. After the death of his dad, Lee became a father to Joseph, as he and Sylvia. (source 4) 
 
       F. He writes in his memoirs that the social upheavals of the time—lynchings, strikes, 
Hoovervilles, mass poverty and unemployment—were distant from his secluded 
neighborhood.(source 7)
III. His experience with death, and the lose of his dad at a young age made him see death in a different way. In a lot of his novels, it deals with the odd concepts of death.
            A. His Russian-born dad, was a bakery truck driver, died in 1927 (source 2)
 
       B. To Joseph Heller, death has always been a laughing matter. He was 5 when his father died suddenly, and he remembers the day of the funeral as a party. (Source 1)


        C. He was petted and fed cake and candy. He was considered to young to understand grief, and for years he never heard his dad's death mentioned, nor did he ask about it. (Source 1) 

        D. Heller continues to laugh about death. The joke is in the core of all of his writings. (Source 5)


        E. In all four of his works, death is present as an event and a foreboding. In each, the climax is precipitated by the death of someone close to the protagonist--who always survives, gasping with gratitude. (Source 1)


       F. Heller, acknowledge the tragedy, but hold it at arm's length, laughing in its face. (Death is a party, ha ha.) Heller grew up with this odd concept. His mom would chide him, in response to a joke, "You have a twisted brain." And it was no more than the truth. Heller chose to nourish the twist and perfect the strangled laugh. His joke is the comedy of despair. (Source 5)

IV. Heller education was a major part of his life; his determination led him to be a great writer, and his experience during the military and through out life led him to be outstanding. He wouldn’t set for less, and he strived for perfection. 
A. Graduated from Abraham Lincoln High School in 1941 (source 2) 
B. Heller received his M.A. from Columbia University. He was a Fulbright scholar at Oxford in 1949-50. Heller worked as a teacher at Pennsylvania State University.(source 5)

C.  In 1961 taught fiction and dramatic writing at Yale University and the University of Pennsylvania.(source 2) 
D. After Heller left the military in 1945, he married Shirley Held and began his college education. He obtained a bachelor's degree in English from New York University (source 6)
E. The attitudes evolved in a Darwinian sense, and realism is realism, and what happens does happens.(source 3)
F.  what does happen in life is that the virtuous usually do not triumph, and those who are triumphant usually lack virtue, too often they lack conscious, and it's the difference between being very young and having a belief in the miraculous, and being a little mature and educated and knowing there is no such thing as the miraculous. (source 3)
 

V. Heller’s experience while being in the Air Force, helped him write his best novel CATCH-22. He took a personal time in his life, and allowed it to be shared to the world.
            A. American writer, who gained world fame with his anti-war novel CATCH-22 set in the World War II Italy. (Source 2)

       B. The book was partly based on Heller's own experiences and influenced (source 2) 


      C. Heller joined the Twelfth Air Force. He was stationed in Corsica, where he flew 60 combat missions as a B-25 bombardier (source 1)


       D. In the early 1950s he started working on Catch-22 (source 2) 


       E. "Catch-22" was based on Heller's experiences as a bombardier with the 12th Air Force in the Mediterranean in World War II. The novel is about a bombardier named John Yossarian, a mock-Assyrian who believes his commanding officers are more dangerous than the Germans. To avoid flying more missions, he fakes a mysterious liver ailment, sabotages his plane and tries to get himself declared insane.(source 4)     

     
       F. He was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant and, like Yossarian in "Catch-22," was sent on bombing runs over France and Italy. Yossarian was stationed on Pianosa, an imaginary island off the Italian coast in the Tyrrhenian Sea. Heller was stationed on Corsica, which happened to be in just about the same place. (Source 4)
 

VI. As Heller got older, he realized that fame and money couldn’t change who he was. Living in New York, a failed marriage, and then getting past it to fall in love again, he couldn’t predict and he wouldn’t change it for anything.
A. Heller had two children from his first marriage. His divorce was recounted in No Laughing Matter. (source 2)

B.  In 1989 Heller married Valerie Humphries, a nurse he met while ill. (source 2) 
C. It happened that Heller and his wife, Shirley, to whom he has been married for 33 years, (source 1)

D. Erica, their 27-year-old daughter, skipping along in her father's footsteps. (source 5)

E. The Hellers' 22-year-old son, Ted, shares Erica's two-sided view of their father; being Joe Heller's child is clearly an engulfing experience that takes a lot of living down. (source 5)
F. New York has better hospitals for the care of the heart attack he will soon bring on from trying too hard to get an idea while jogging to stay in shape to avoid a heart attack. He would rather die laughing.(source 1) 
G. I don't understand the country, I know New York City, the rest of the country is foreign to me, especially politically in this day and age. (source 3)
H. Heller died of a heart attack at his home on Long Island on December 13, 1999.(source 2) 

 

VII. Conclusion

      ~ The events Joseph Heller went through throughout his life allowed him to write novels that people could relate too. The humor and sadness in his writing gave it the twist that allowed us to understand what he was feeling, and the past he experienced.  
