Living the Life


Joseph Heller wrote many great novels during his 76 years on earth. Each story had a bit of his personality and life in each. His drive and determination allowed him to become a famous writer and a great teacher. His books have been read by many and his journey and humor will always live on. The obstacles he faced along the way allowed him to make the characters and stories he wrote about. At a young age Joseph Heller had experienced a lot of difficult times in his life and his sense of humor and life experiences played an important role on his novels.

Joseph Heller’s childhood was unlike other children from his generation. He was born in Brooklyn, New York to Jewish parents (Joseph Heller 2). His father drove a baker’s delivery truck, and his mother was a seamstress (Tanniru 3). Joseph’s father had children from his first marriage Lee was fourteen, and then Sylvia was seven years older than Joseph (Tanniru 3). After his father died Lee became like a father to Joseph and Sylvia and took care of them while Joseph’s mother worked (Severo and Mitgang 13).His mom worked as a seamstress in their Jewish Community, and earned a small amount of money which made it difficult to survive (Tanniru 2). 

His experience with death and the lose of his dad at a young age made Joseph see death in a different way. In a lot of his novels it deals with the odd concepts of death. Isaac Heller died in 1927, only 5 years after Joseph was born (Joseph Heller 2). He never really understood the meaning of death, because at a young age he remembers his dad’s funeral as a celebration, to him death was a laughing matter (Gelb 1). They told him he was too young to understand the matter, and for years no one spoke of his dad’s death, or did Heller ask about it (Gelb 1). In a lot of his writing, he uses death as a joke, and in each the climax is precipitated by the lose of someone close (Tanniru 12). He sees the tragedy but he doesn’t take it seriously, he has a “twisted brain” as his mom called it, but his jokes and grasps on different situations is unlike many people. (Koval 47) 



Heller education was a major part of his life; his determination led him to be a great writer and his experience during the military and through out his life led him to be outstanding. He wouldn’t settle for less, and he strived for perfection. Heller joined the Air Force and did 60 combat missions during World War II (Joseph Heller 2). After leaving the military in 1945, he met and married Shirley Held and decided to go to college (Heller’s Life 5). In 1949 he received his M.A. from Columbia, and was an outstanding student at Oxford (Tanniru 3).  In 1961 Heller taught at Yale University and at the University of Pennsylvania, he taught dramatic writing and fiction (Tanniru 3).  


Heller’s experiences while being in the Air Force helped him write his best and first novel CATCH-22. In the early 1950’s Heller started Catch-22, this book which was about Heller’s time as a bombardier in the Mediterranean, but he changed and added different elements to the novel (Severo and Mitgang 3). He took a personal time in his life and allowed it to be shared to the world. Heller was a writer who was acknowledged for his anti-war novel Catch-22 (Joseph Heller 4). This novel was based some what on his own experience and struggle throughout his time at war (Joseph Heller 4). 



As Heller got older, he realized that fame and money couldn’t change who he was. Living in New York, a failed marriage and then getting past it to fall in love again. He couldn’t predict the future and he wouldn’t change it for anything. Heller like his father had two children from his first marriage with Shirley (Koval 43). Joseph and Shirley had been married for 33 years, and had Erica who is following in Joseph’s foot steps, and then Ted who is much like their father (Tanniru 37). Joseph was born and raised in New York, and didn’t understand much of the rest of the country because he loved New York and it was his home (Koval 25).  To him New York was going to be the place he died, because it had the best heart hospital and he couldn’t imagination living anywhere else (Koval 28).


The events Joseph Heller went through throughout his life allowed him to write novels that people could relate too. The humor and sadness in his writing gave it the twist that allowed us to understand what he was feeling, and the past he experienced.  Through his sense of humor and embellished stories, his books became known everywhere. His detection and hard work led him to be the best, and he wouldn’t settle for anything else. His life and journey along the way allowed him to become the person he once was. At a young age Heller experienced a lot of difficult problems, but he got through them, and it allowed him to work hard and write wonderful novels. 
 

