Characteristics of Post-Modernism

· Postmodern favors reflexivity and self-consciousness, fragmentation and an emphasis on the destructured, decentered, dehumanized subject. 

· Fragmentation as something tragic, something to be lamented and mourned as a loss. 

· In character development, both modern and postmodern literature explore subjectivism, turning from external reality to examine inner states of consciousness.
· In such literature, one finds a shift in the role of the "inner narrative of the self," from the self at war with itself.
· A sense that the world is a world made up of rhetoric -- of language and cultural constructs and images and symbols, none of which have any necessary validity 

· Authors such as Kathy Acker express their post modernistic attitudes by making things such as violence a major component in their writing. This fascination with controversial societal issues highlights the post modernist resistance of societal standards.
